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Am IReal ly Mature?
sBy Rev. T. F. Tenney.

Iwant to be —really, Ilong to be amature
C h r i s t i a n . O n e t h a t c a n a l l o w a d v e r s e c i r ¬
c u m s t a n c e s t o m a k e m e b e t t e r i n s t e a d o f

bitter. One that can roll with the punches and
count the times he gets up more than the
t i m e s h e ’ s k n o c k e d d o w n . F r o m a b i b l i c a l

standpoint, what is Christian maturity?
The archaic language of the King James

Version often uses the word, “perfect” for
the word “mature.” Cases in point are Ephes¬
ians 4:13, “. . . t i l we come to the perfect
(mature) man.” Philippians 3:15, “. ..Let as
many as be perfect (mature) ...” Colossians
4:12, “. ...That we may stand perfect (ma¬
ture) and complete in Him.” On and on I
could go citing scriptural examples. The word
simply means, “Brought by natural process to
completeness of growth; pertaining to acon¬
d i t i on o f f u l l deve lopmen t . ” I t i s s imp l y
coming to the full stature of the man in Christ
Jesus. Iwant to reach my highest potential in
H i m .

Some time ago Ireceived abirthday card
f r o m t h e i n s t i t u t e o f B a s i c Yo u t h C o n fl i c t s . I t

conta ined several suggest ions concerning
learning how to measure maturity. Iwant to
share their headlines along with my by-lines.

We learn to measure maturity by the
strength of our love. Paul convinces us in I
Corinthians 13 that love is agreater indicator
o f s p i r i t u a l m a t u r i t y t h a n a n e x e r c i s e o f
sp i r i tua l g i f ts . He fur ther exhor ted us to
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro, but speak the truth in love and grow up
into Him in all things which is the head, even
Christ. (Eph. 4:14-15) Speaking the truth in
love. Love is not asaccharine thing. It must
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grow out of truth. Some think that astraight¬
forward confrontation in amessage is always
labeled “hard.” This is an unfair assessment,
for if you really love someone you will tell
them truth. You must find the place where
t r u t h t o u c h e s h u m a n l i f e a n d t h e n c a r e

enough to confront. I’m not talking about the
kind of preaching that is “fireworks in afog
—alot of noise but you can’t tel l at what
they’re shooting. I’m talking about real, genu¬
ine Bible truth that grows out of love and
concern. Ilearned long ago that oftentimes
God gives me sermons for myself. If Ican
apply it to myself first, then Iam fit to share
it with other people. True holiness will make
me harder on myself than Iam on anyone
else. Yes, we must have mature, Christian
love, but it also must be grounded in truth.
Spurgeon once said, “Christian love has it’s
claims, and divisions are to be shunned as
grevious evils, but how far are we justified in
being in aconfederacy with those who are
departing from the truth? It now becomes a
serious question,” he added, “how far those
who abide by the faith once delivered to the
sa in ts shou ld f ra te rn ize w i th those who have
turned aside to another gospel.

Another mark of maturity is patience. How
l o n g c a n w e w a i t b e t w e e n a c h i e v e m e n t
and reward? Do we comprehend Galatians
6:9, “Let us not be weary in well doing.” A
mark of maturity often is noted by our ability
to accept al imited object ive. We may not
receive our reward until the end of the day.
Can we continue to labor, even though
unnoticed and unheralded and unappreciated?
If we are truly, “sowing to the Spirit” then
the One who sees us will someday see that we
are rewarded. If we are sowing to the flesh
then fleshly rewards and praise are probably
all .we wil l ever get. God knows why He
w i t h h o l d s r e w a r d s f r o m u s . T h e r e a r e t o o
m a n y m e n w h o h a v e n e v e r o b t a i n e d t h e
victory over victory. One preacher said, one
of the saddest stories ever written is just the
story of our mismanaged triumphs. He likes
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to bless where His reputation is safe. It is no
accident that our Lord said, “ In pat ience
possess ye you r sou l . .The oppos i t e o f
that may be, in your impatience you could
lose your soul. Let patience have her perfect
w o r k .

There is ameasure of maturity for confi¬
d e n c e . D o w e h a v e c o n fi d e n c e i n o u r G o d ?
The Book says He is able. Do we have
confidence in His Book? It is impossible for
something to change us if we do not trust it.
W e m u s t t r u s t t h e B i b l e . D o w e h a v e c o n fi ¬

dence in ourselves? I ’m not talking about
egocentric pride, but Bible-based confidence.
One mark of proving our maturity in being
confident of our posi t ion is how l i t t le we
react when we are falsely accused. “. ..in
q u i e t n e s s a n d c o n fi d e n c e s h a l l b e y o u r
strength ...” (Isaiah 30:15). Oftentimes the
Lord allows thirigs to happen to us just to see
what our reaction will be. Ican honestly say
t h a t I h a v e l e a r n e d m o r e f r o m t h o s e I
disagreed with than from those with whom I
agree. So Imust continue to have confidence,
even in abrother with whom Imay disagree.
My disagreement with him does not annul my
b r o t h e r h o o d w i t h h i m .

T h e r e i s a l s o a m e a s u r e o f m a t u r i t y f o r
deference. Deference is courtesy and kindness
regarding the wishes of another, even if we do
not understand. How much we are willing to
l i m i t o u r f r e e d o m s o o t h e r s c a n a c h i e v e t h e i r

God-given goals is aprinciple taught in Ro¬
mans 15:1-3. It is something else to be able to
hold back and prefer our brother while God is
working in his life. An old preacher told me
years ago tha t one o f the mos t d i f ficu l t
scriptures to live by is, “rejoice with those
that rejoice.” It is not difficult to weep with
those that weep, but whenever someone gets a
p r o m o t i o n o n t h e j o b t h a t w e t h i n k w e
should have gotten, can we rejoice? This is a
m a r k o f m a t u r i t y. „
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